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in the press. Four months before the eclipse, the Soviet
citizen read in his paper that an expedition would be sent to
watch it; Professor Mikhailov would measure the Einstein
effect, and Academician Papalexi would study changes in
the ionosphere.
The numerous saints' days of the Church are largely
replaced by a vigorous hero-worship of living and lay-
canonisation of dead scientists. The eightieth birthday of
a living scientist and the centenary of a dead one are
occasions for solemn public meetings and laudatory news-
paper articles. On the hundredth anniversary of the birth
of the biologist Mechnikov (15 May 1945) all papers burst
into reverent praise. They expatiated on the difficulties
Mechnikov experienced under the Tsarist regime, and
they coupled his name with Pasteur, Lister, and Koch.
With the October revolution, they said, Mechnikov* s dream
for Russia was fulfilled. There were solemn meetings in his
birthplace, Panasovka, and in Moscow, Leningrad, Kharkov,
and Odessa. The Council of People's Commissars
announced that a monument to Mechnikov would be put
up in Moscow, and plaques in Kharkov and Leningrad;
two Mechnikov medals and prizes would be awarded;
the All-Union Society of Microbiologists would henceforth
be called after him; the People's Commissariat of Health
would publish a collected edition of his works and his
biography; and the Cinema Committee would prepare in
1946 a scientific popular film devoted to his life and work.
The canonisation of Ilya Ilyich Mechnikov was accom-
plished. Every school child heard about it. It was on the
radio. It was read in the club-rooms of collective farms
and in the framed newspapers on the sidewalks of cities.
By the evening of 15 May 1945 millions of Russian citizens
knew Mechnikov's name, and could have told you that he
worked on phagocytes and immunity, comparative embryo-
logy, and the problem of old age. And in the same way,
pillions of Russian citizens know about Timiryazev and
photosynthesis, Michurin and plant breeding, Lobachevsky

